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SUBJECT: ILLEGAL HAITIAN ALIENS - A HAITIAN POINT OF VIEW 

REF NASSAU 1584 

1 . THE EMBASSY RECEIVED A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE OF THE 
HAITIAN PROBLEM TODAY FROM MR. ALEXANDRE PAUL, HAITIAN 
CONSUL IN NASSAU. PAUL IS A CAREER DIPLOMAT WHO HAS 
BEEN HERE THREE YEARS. THE HAITIAN PROBLEM IN THE 
BAHAMAS IS THE MAJOR CONSUMER OF HIS TIME AND ENERGY, 

AND HE WAS PLEASED WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS IT. 

2. PAUL SAID THERE ARE ABOUT 8,000 HAITIANS IN THE 
BAHAMAS, OF WHOM ABOUT HALF ARE IN NASSAU AND THE REST 
IN THE OTHER ISLANDS. HE TOLD THE DCM THAT GCOB ESTI- 
MATES OF HAITIANS IN THE BAHAMAS (20-25000) ARE 
GROSSLY EXAGGERATED.NO ACCURATE COUNT HAS BEEN MADE 
BY ANYONE, HE NOTED, BUT HE SAID HE IS IN THE BEST 
POSITION TO KNOW BECAUSE OF THE FACT THAT HE WORKS 
WITH THE PROBLEM DAILY. HE DID NOT SPECULATE ON 

HOW MANY MIGHT BE LEGAL OR ILLEGAL. 
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3. PAUL STATES THAT THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM IS ANTI-HAITIAN 
RACIAL AND ETHNIC PREJUDICE PREVALENT IN THE BAHAMAS. HE 
SAID THAT THE GCOB PERIODICALLY PERCEIVES SOME POLITICAL AD- 
VANTAGE IN CURRYING PUBLIC FAVOR BY ATTACKING THE HAITIAN 
PRESENCE IN THE BAHAMAS, BLAMING THE HAITIANS FOR UNEMPLOYMENT 
AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS. HE STATED THERE ARE NO VALID ECONOMIC 
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REASONS TO DRIVE OUT THE HAITIANS, THEY TAKE ONLY MENIAL JOBS 
THAT BAHAMIANS REFUSE (THIS BELIEF IS SHARED BY MANY) AND 
THERE ARE NO PUBLIC WELFARE PROGRAMS IN THE BAHAMAS ON WHICH 
THEY CAN DRAW. 

4. PAUL EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT THE GCOB IS NOW LETTING 

UP ON ITS CAMPAIGN BECAUSE, HE SAID, THERE HAS BEEN MORE DOMESTIC 
AND INTERNATIONAL OUTCRY AGAINST "THE INHUMANITY" OF THE ROUND- 
UP THAN THE GCOB ANTICIPATED. HE WAS OPTIMISTIC THAT THERE 
MIGHT NOT BE ANY ADDITIONAL "ROUNDUPS" FOR THE FORESEEABLE 
FUTURE. 

5. PAUL WAS RELUCTANT TO DISCUSS ILLEGAL MOVEMENT OF HAITIANS 
FROM HERE TO THE US, ALTHOUGH HE READILY ADMITTED THAT THE 
US IS WHERE MOST WANT TO BE AND WHERE THEY WILL GO IF THEY GET 
A CHANCE. HE SAID THAT THE NUMBERS OF THOSE WHO HAVE GONE TO 
THE US ILLEGALLY AS THE RESULT OF THE MOST RECENT GCOB CAM- 
PAIGN ARE MUCH SMALLER THAN THE PRESS IS REPORTING. HE SAID 
HE WOULD GUESS THAT THE FIGURE IS PROBABLY AROUND 700. 

6. COMMENT: WE CANNOT EXPLAIN THE DISCREPANCY BETWEEN THE 
NUMERICAL ESTIMATES CITED BY THE GCOB AND BY PAUL. WE ARE 
REPORTING THEM AS GIVEN FOR THE DEPARTMENT'S INTEREST WITHOUT 
JUDGMENT AS TO THEIR VALIDITY. 

SCHWARTZ 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ALIENS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 27 jul 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978NASSAU01597 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780309-0033 
Format: TEL 
From: NASSAU 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978071 4/aaaaalqz. tel 

Line Count: 86 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: d534d76b-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 NASSAU 1584 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1868384 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ILLEGAL HAITIAN ALIENS - A HAITIAN POINT OF VIEW 
TAGS: SHUM, CGEN, BF, HA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d534d76b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



